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NATIONAL SEED ASSOCIATION OF INDIA
Annual Report (November 2010 — September 2011)

National Seed Association of India (NSAI) continued to enjoy the patronage of its
members and the government, both at the national and state level, in representing the
cause of the Indian seed industry and partnering the national agenda for agricultural
growth. The industry participation in the major NSAI event, the Indian Seed Congress,
and regular invitations from the Government for consultations for developing policy
guidelines for the sector, has established the leadership and representation role for
NSAI in the field. Participation of NSAI members as invited speakers at important
scientific conferences and meetings has improved the image of the industry in the eyes
of scientific community. NSAI was regularly invited to partner various important seminars
and conferences, recognising the importance of the Association.

a. Management

The Governing Council (GC) assumed charge after the last AGM on 30 October 2010
under the leadership of Dr. M. Ramasami as President, a change effected respecting the
decision taken in June 2008 by the Steering Committee comprising of the Presidents of
the four participating associations in NSAI. The GC worked as a good team charting out
its course for meeting the technical and business challenges. The GC met as a group on
six (6) occasions on 11 January; 21 February; 27 March; 23 July; 21 August and today,
01 October. At these meetings of the GC or at the meetings of the Office Bearers (OBs)
held on 19
November 2010 and
21 April, we
reviewed the
progress of our
various efforts and
planned the future
actions. Besides
these formal
meetings, the regular
interactions among
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the GC members, as well as, other senior industry members, through various
communication instruments (Email / phone) kept NSAI an extremely active and vibrant
body.

The Special Interest Groups (SIGs), which are the think tanks for us on various subjects,
were reconstituted and revived, to provide guidelines for the association’s functioning.
The SIG on Industrial Policy & Communications, Chaired By Mr. Rajvir Rathi met twice
(5 January and 16 August 2011), while the SIG on Biotechnology, Chaired by Dr. Paresh
Verma also met on two occassions during this period.

b. Membership

The regular activities of NSAI on various fronts, established its credentials as the true
representative of the industry and the membership has been on the rise. Since the last
AGM on 30 October 2010, we have enrolled 44 new members or an impressive 20
percent growth. The present membership strength of 240 (Ordinary: 196; Associate: 34;
Association: 6; Public Sector: 4) however, doesn’t give a realistic picture, as more than
25 members, who have defaulted on renewing their membership so far, are not
included in this number.

¢. Communication

i.  Magazine: The NSAI magazine ‘Indian Seed & Planting Material’, which is the main
instrument for communicating industry news and new knowledge, has seen sea
change in content improvement. We have continued with the focus in the magazine
on specific areas. The October — December 2010 issue featured invited and
reproduced articles on the advances in maize improvement globally. The next issue
(January — March 2011) focussed attention on vegetables and the recent one (April
— June 2011) was featuring the international views and models in Public Private
Partnership areas for seed / agriculture. All recent issues on this new format giving
more knowledge on various technical issues, besides reporting on the NSAI activities,
have been well received by the industry members, as well as scientific community.
We continue to receive appreciation messages for this knowledge sharing instrument
from various quarters. We request every member to please send suggestions on the
magazine content, so that further improvements could be planned.

ii. Website: The NSAI website has now been much improved and has better content
and information display. This has resulted in attracting more visitors. The number
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of visitors to our website has more than doubled during this period (Nov. 2010: 432
visitors; Sept. 2011: 1200 visitors; average no. of visitors per month: 728). We are
also attracting advertisers to the website and have several leading companies,
including Rasi, Nuziveedu, Vibha, Incotec, Nunhems, Advanta and Seed Processing
Holland, advertising their products on our website. The website has thus become
a good source of revenue generation.

News Update: NSAI has introduced since June 2011, a new instrument for
communicating latest global and national news of importance to the seed industry,
in the form of a weekly ‘News Update’. This new initiative of keeping in touch has
also been received well by our member community. We thank the members and
would invite them to share any news of importance with us, so that it could be
included for wider circulation.

NSAI Seed Directory: NSAI brought out the First NSAI Seed Directory giving contact
details of all its members, besides those of all relevant government (national &
state) organisations and other agencies. The Directory distributed at the Indian
Seed Congress 2011 at Hyderabad and sent to all members and others, has been
much appreciated for this important database.

. Events

Indian Seed Congress 2011 (ISC ‘11): Encouraged by the huge success of the Indian
Seed Congress 2010 organised at Bangalore in February 2010, the NSAI GC decided
to convene the second edition of the Indian Seed Congress 2011 (ISC ‘11) at
Hyderabad on 22-23 February, 2011. A National Organising Committee (NOC)
chaired by Mr. G. Bhaskar Rao, with Mr. A.S.N. Reddy as Co-Chair and Mr. Harish
Reddy as the Convener, besides other members steered the organisation of the
ISC’11. The success of the event went beyond the expectations of the NOC. NSAI
feels satisfied that the ISC has proved to be the right forum for the industry to get
together to review the present status and plan for its future growth.

Inaugurated by Mr. E.S.L. Narasimhan, Hon’ble Governor of Andhra Pradesh, the
event attracted more than 600 participants, who benefited from the guidance of
Mr. Y.S. Vivekananda Reddy, Hon’ble Agriculture Minister and the Key Note
presentation of Padma Shri Dr. E.A. Siddiq at the Inaugural Function. The Technical
Sessions were packed with knowledge sharing presentations made by eminent
industry and technical experts including Mr. M. Prabhakar Rao; Mr. Uday Singh;
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Dr. Arvind Kapur; Dr.Paresh Verma; Dr. P.L. Gautam; Dr. Richard Broglie; Dr. S. Bala
Ravi; Dr. S.R. Rao; Dr. Malavika Dadlani; Mr. Jagresh Rana; Mr. S.K. Roongta; Mr. Ajay
Jakhar, among others. A special attraction at the ISC’11 was the Exibition, participated
by more than 80 Indian and Global companies showcasing the products and
technologies driving the seed industry. The ISC delegates used the trading sessions
for business development and networking. NSAI also honoured three of its
distinguished members namely Dr. K.R. Chopra; Mr. Narasimha Reddy and M.
Venkatramaiah for their contributions to the industry growth.

NSAI is indebted to the ISC sponsors team led by Vibha Seeds (Platinum) and
including Bayer / Nunhems; GSP Crop Science; Incotec; Krishidhan; Monsanto;
Nuziveedu; Pioneer; Rasi Seeds; Syngenta; Tulasi (all Gold); and Ag Technix; Bioseed;
Ganga Kaveri; Indo American Hybrid Seeds; Kaveri; Namdhari; Prasad; R & R; SGS
(all Silver), besides Ankur who sponsored Welcome Dinner.

ii. NSAI — PPV & FRA Interface on ‘Implementation of Protection of Plant Varieties
and Farmers’ Rights Act’: NSAI organised an interface with the Protection of Plant
Varieties & Farmers’ Rights Authority (PPV & FRA) on the implementation of the
Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights Act. This interface was organised
on 21 February 2011 at Hyderabad, as a Pre Congress activity for the Indian Seed
Congress 2011. More than seventy participants representing more than thirty
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companies interacted with the senior officials of the PPV &FRA to seek clarification
on various issues related to the act and its implementation.
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Dr. P.L. Gautam, Chairperson, PPV & FRA Chaired the Interface. He was joined by
Dr. A.K. Malhotra, Registrar General and Dr. P.K. Singh, Registrar. The industry Team
was led by NSAI President, Dr. Ramasami and included among others, Mr. Prabhakar
Rao; Mr. Uday Singh; Mr. Raju Barwale; Dr. Paresh Verma; Mr. M. G. Shembekar;
Dr. P.S. Dravid; Mr. Harish Reddy; Dr. Sateesh Kumar; Mr. G.S. Gill; Mr. Rajvir Rathi
and Dr. F.B. Patil.

iii. NSAI — SIMA - SICA Interaction Meeting Between Seed Industries and Textile
Industries: NSAI in collaboration with South India Mills Association (SIMA) and
South India Cotton Association (SICA) organised an interaction meeting at Coimbatore
in August 2011. This first of its kind interaction between the seed industries and the
textile industries, enabled a review of the areas of cooperation for mutual growth
and taking the Indian cotton production and utilization to the next level. The
Interaction was inaugurated by Mr. SV. Arumugam, Deputy Chairman, CITI, in the
presence of Dr. Ramasami, President, NSAI; Mr. J. Thulasidharan, Chairman, SIMA;
Mr. C. Soundararaj, President, SICA and Mr. K. N. Vishwanathan, Hon. Secretary,
SICA, with Dr. C.D. Mayee, the eminent agricultural scientist, presiding over the
Inauguration. Several industry leaders from both the sectors participated in this
important interaction.
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vii. Mr. P. Vidyasagar (Vibha Seeds): Outstanding contributions to the development
(Indian Society of Cotton Improvement)

viii. Mr. K. Niranjan Kumar (GARC Seeds): Glory of India International Award for Young
Entrepreneur (Indo-Thai Friendship Summit, Global Achievers Foundation)

iX. Mr. Gubba Nagender Rao (Gubba Cold Storage): Contributions to cold storage
industry (Global Cold Chain Alliance)

m. NSAI Secretariat

The Association nerve centre in its new office, acquired last year, continued to be busy
attending to various needs of the industry members, as well as that of the government,
both national and state level. Dr. N.K. Dadlani, who joined as Director last year led the
Secretariat Team, in the absence of an Executive Director. Mr. R.K. Sinha, our Founder
Executive Director, who had assumed the role of Advisor NSAI since October 2010,
retired on 31 July 2011. He will be missed for his matured guidance and leadership. Mr.
Sudhir Kumar, who had joined as Assistant Director last year, also left NSAl in June 2011.
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NSAI for the first time participated in a national exhibition. This NSAI stalls at the
exhibition at the ‘National Conference on Rural Prosperity through Better Agriculture’
(New Delhi, December 2010) and at the ‘Indian Seed Congress 2011’ showcasing
contributions of the Indian seed industry and the Association activities, were appreciated
for their information content.
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