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Message from the desk of President 

Dear Friends, 

It gives me immense pleasure to welcome you to the Annual General meeting of NSAI at Goa. First of all, I would 
like to express my gratitude to all the members , Governing Council(GC) members , Office Bearers and the 
Secretariat staff for having supported me so ably through out the year. I would also like to express my gratitude to 
the members of the previous GC for having done the requisite foundation work, on which we could build up 
during the tenure of this GC to further the cause of the industry. 

st
We have had a very eventful year, where, when we took over as a new GC on the 1  October 2011, to make NSAI 
a vibrant body, we set ourselves three major areas of priority - 

1. Embarking on a collective and inclusive growth path. 

2. Ensure credibility and sustainability of the organization. 

3. Creating a positive and credible brand equity for the organization. 

While we are well on course of the journey and working on all the above areas, I am pleased to inform you that 
NSAI has become visible amongst most of the stakeholders and is emerging as a partner to the government in 
developing the enabling environment for the growth and sustainability of the industry. Due to the enhanced 
credibility of NSAI , today we are represented in many of the decision making bodies of the government and are 
contributing significantly towards creating enabling environment for growth of the Indian Seed Industry. 

We are now moving on to a more collaborative environment with our stakeholders and in this pursuit , we are 
reaching out to our members, the central /state governments and the regulatory bodies by engaging them in 
constructive dialogue for ensuring creation of a sustainable growth environment for the industry to grow and 
create a level playing field. 

Our Secretariat is working to further enhance visibility for the association, while simultaneously making sustained 
efforts at Brand Equity, knowledge up-gradation and capacity building, among other initiatives for the industry. 
While many issues of importance are attended, there are still large areas of significance, where we need to get 
tangible results. But I am glad to share that we are now gaining better access and understanding with the decision 
making bodies, and through a process of creating general consensus amongst our members, we are moving 
forward to strengthen the gains made so far. 

I would like to once again express my gratitude to the members for participating whole heartedly in making us 
more effective. While expecting similar cooperation in future, I would like to welcome you to this beautiful land of 
Goa , and wish you a safe stay and fruitful deliberation. 

K V SUBBARAO 
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NATIONAL SEED ASSOCIATION OF INDIA 

1.Management:

Annual Report (October'11- August '12)

National Seed Association of India (NSAI) continued to work effectively for the collective growth of the Indian 

seed industry and its various stakeholders during the report period. NSAI as an apex body representing the seed 

industry engaged partners and assisted various government, regulatory and scientific entities for enabling a 

favorable policy environment for the growth of the seed industry. The enhanced interactions through platforms 

such as Indian Seed Congress, CEO Conclave 2012, industry interactive meetings and State interaction meetings, 

NSAI continued to reach out to various stake holders. Enhanced credibility of NSAI has got us included by the 

Government in its various decision making committees. The visibility and credibility of NSAI as an apex 

representative of Indian seed industry was also strengthened through dissemination of knowledge to the industry 

through innovative initiatives. NSAI also initiated capacity building of its members through Project "Saksham". 

 While six members of the previous Governing Council retired, elections to fill the vacancies 

caused, got us equally effective replacements of the Governing Council members. 

The present Governing Council under the leadership of Dr. K.V.Subbarao, as President, has worked cohesively in 

promoting the interest of the Indian seed industry. During the period of this report, GC met on six occasions i.e. 
st th th th th thon 1  October , 18  October ,16  December 2011; 11 February 2012, 12  April ,6  July and 4  August 2012 

th th(today). Apart from these, meetings of the Office Bearers ( OBs ) were held on (18  November 2011, 11  
thFebruary and 7  June 2012). During these meetings of GC and OBs, we chartered out various initiatives and 

reviewed the progress of various efforts. Besides these meetings, regular interactions amongst GC members 

th



as well as other senior members of the industry through electronic media ( i.e. e-mails, telephones etc. ) also 
helped further the cause of the industry. During the year the concept of 'Special Experts Groups', representing 
interest of different crops and functions within the industry was also put into action. These activities will be driving 
the growth and sustainability of respective sectors within the seed industry. 

The induction of Mr. Raju Kapoor as new Executive Director, NSAI has provided much needed fillip to the efforts 
of the organization in meeting the needs of the Indian seed industry. During the year Mr. G.S. Gill, Member, GC 
resigned from the GC because of his personal reasons after making impressive contribution to the body. 

 NSAI took special membership enrolment drive adding 49 new members during this 
reporting period. Due to increasing popularity and credibility of NSAI, members overwhelmingly renewed their 
membership during the year. As on today we have 240 members (199 ordinary members, 32 associate members, 7 
association members and 2 public sector members). A new category of 'Overseas Members' has also been added 
and efforts to globalize the NSAI has commenced. 

 

 The NSAI magazine 'Indian Seed and Planting Material' , has been renamed as

'SEEDTIMES'. The design and the content of the same has been improved further and has been received 
very well by readers. The circulation of the magazine has doubled and it is now reaching out to a much larger 
number of stake holders. It has also become a very good medium for companies to promote their product 
through advertisement. NSAI , through this media , has gained a lot of popularity amongst the Seedsmen within 
India and overseas.  

2. Membership:

3. Communication:

a.   Magazine:
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b. Website:

c. NSAI News Today:

d. Weekly News Update:

e. Seed Industry Handbook:

 The NSAI website has grown on to become a credible source of knowledge and information to the 
stake holders of seed industry. The average number of hits of NSAI website has arisen to 70, 000 per month 

th
which is doubled in comparison to the previous year. The 4  phase of the website is already on way and soon 
we will have a new interactive and user friendly website launched. 

 In order to update the members and other stake holders on the developments 
happening across the world in this area, a Daily News Mailer called NSAI News Today has been 
started bringing much delight amongst the members with its concept and content. 

 In order to capture the developments happening across the technical and 
technology fronts, 'NSAI Weekly News update' has been further improved to make it more relevant and 
useful to the members of the seed industry. 

 To fulfill the objective of making all the relevant information pertaining to the 
seed industry at one place, NSAI brought out a new compendium of two books, namely, "Seed Industry 
Handbook" , launched by Professor Abhijit Sen, Member, Planning Commission , Government of India, 
New Delhi during the Indian Seed Congress 2012. The publication has received much appreciation from 
the stakeholders and others. 

Copies of Seed Industry Handbook have been made available to all the Members 
of Parliament, Lok Sabha as well as Rajya Sabha, Ministries of Central 
Government, ICAR, IARI, Principal Secretaries (Agriculture) of all States, 
Directors (Agriculture) of all States, Vice-Chancellers of all State Agricultural 
Universities and other national and international organizations. This has brought 
significant visibility to NSAI.



 

 

 

Former Secretary-Agriculture, Govt. of India, presently, member National Disaster Management 
st

Authority ,delivered the NSAI Special Lecture on 1  oct. 2011 at New Delhi defining the path forward 
for the seed industry and to meet the food security needs of the country. The Lecture was attended by a 
large number of senior NSAI members, senior officials from ICAR, Ministry of Agriculture, besides 
representatives of several national and international organisations.

 

The third edition of the mega NSAI event was held at Pune on 10-11 February, 2012. The theme of this 
year's event was "Seeding Rural Prosperity". It was attended by more than 550 delegates from India 
and abroad. The Congress was very successful in bringing forth the Indian industry perspective on issues 
pertaining to trade relation and technology. 

 In order to promote collective growth of the seed industry and to create 
knowledge enhancement and capacity building amongst CEOs of the industry, NSAI organized the 'CEO 

thConclave 2012' at Pune on 9  February, 2012. The Conclave was attended by more than 90 delegates 
and received very positive response from the delegates who wished the concept to be continued for future 
also. 

4. Events:
a. Special lecture by Sh. T. Nanda Kumar

b. Indian Seed Congress 2012 :

c. CEO Conclave 2012:
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d. Industry Meetings organized by NSAI

e. Training:

 

 Notification, Testing and Release of varieties

NSAI organized an industry meeting at Hyderabad (April 2012), to develop suggestions for revision 
of the norms for testing, notification and release process for crop varieties. 

 Stakeholders Workshop on Hybrid Rice Production in Punjab 

The workshop, the first of its kind, organised at Chandigarh (May, 2012)was attended by all the 
stakeholders including, scientific community (ICAR / PAU / CIMMYT- CSISA); state government 
officials; Food Corporation of India; millers association; seed industry (both public and private 
sector) and the farmers. 

 

Project Saksham : In order to augment the manpower capability and capacity building, a new 
initiative of NSAI has been launched under the Project "Saksham". The Project shall undertake 
training programs in various functional areas of the industry and the first ever training program for 
the industry on "Seed Quality Assurance" was Conducted in collaboration with Indian 

th thAgricultural Research Institute (I.A.R.I.) between 24 to 28  of July, 2012. 25 heads of Quality 
Assurance from 23companies attended the program which was inaugurated by Sh Balvinder Kumar 
Additional Secretary (Agriculture),Govt. of India.

 Various issues of the seed industry pertaining to the following areas were attempted to be 
addressed to facilitate growth of seed industry throughout the year. 

 Biotechnology / Regulatory 

 Seed Legislations 

 Enabling environment for seed industry functioning 

 IPR issues 

 Legal cases 

5. Industry Issues:
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6. NSAI in various Committees with Government:

7. International Consultations:

8. Meeting with the State Officials of Maharashtra/ Gujarat/ Punjab:

9. Position Paper:

10. NSAI Outreach with the State Associations:

 The NSAI has been able to create significant 
reputation and credibility with the Government and regulators in the country and it is now represented in various 
decision making Committees of the Government viz, 

Standing Committee of Seed Producers, DAC, Ministry of Agriculture, Govt. of India

Expert Committee on Agro-biodiversity of NBA

Programme, Planning and Policy Committee of PPV&FRA

Committee to review the guidelines and benchmark for release of new varieties

Sub Committee of National Advisory Board on Management of Genetic Resources (NABMGR)

Committee for simplification of the Indian System of Inspection and Certification for the purposes of 

inclusion in OECD register

Committee to finalize the operational procedures for the OECD varietal certification in India

National Jute Board - Coordination Committee

Committee to assess the potential for exports of seed from India

Joint Working Group (JWG) on issues regarding International treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for 

Food & Agriculture (ITPGRFA) and related treaties

Steering Committee to oversee the implementation of the UNEP – GEF Capacity Building Project on Bio 

Safety of MoE & F

Biotechnology and Food and Agriculture Sectional Committee on FAD 23 of Bureau of  Indian Standards

 Various interactions took place during the reporting period with 
international bodies of significance such as ISF, OECD , ASTA , ISTA , German Plant Breeders Association , New 
Zealand Seed delegation , USDA , etc . 

 NSAI reached out to 
various State Governments to apprise them of the difficulties faced by the seed industry and to resolve the issues. 

 It is important for the NSAI to articulate its position to the various stake holders on issues 
of significance and stand of the seed industry. NSAI has finalized the NSAI position paper on IPR and endeavors to 
make more such position papers and others papers on such importance in future. 

 In order to reach out, understand and address the 
issues faced by the seed industry in various States, a 'State' interaction initiative was launched by NSAI in States 
such as Gujarat, Karnataka, Uttarakhand, Delhi, Punjab, Haryana, Andhra Pradesh and West Bengal . Apart from 
this, various formal interactions were held with the State Associations to address their key areas.
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11. Awards & Honors:

12. Brainstorming on Way Forward for Seed Industry:

 In order to recognize the significant contribution made by senior members of the 
seed industry for the growth and sustain ability of industry in India, NSAI recognized and honored the following 
senior members of the industry in the Indian Seed Congress - 2012 held at Pune.

 
Mr. Sushil Aggarwal of Bejo Sheetal Seeds Pvt. Ltd. 
Shri.Mohd.S. Baig, of Nath Seeds 
Dr. C D Mayee, an eminent Agricultural Scientist 
National Seeds Corporation of India 
Namdeo Umaji Agritech Pvt. Ltd.,

 An Interactive Session with the Industry 
leaders to identify key enablers us that can propel the industry to the next level and the role of the government in 

thensuring the same was held at Hyderabad on 14  July 2012. These initiatizes can significantly enhance the growth 
and innovation in the Industry.   



NSAI GOVERNING COUNCIL   

OFFICE BEARER’S

MEMBERS

General Secretary
Mr. M.Harish Reddy,
Ganga Kaveri Seeds (P) Ltd.

Treasurer
Mr. K.S. Narayanaswamy, 

GEO Biotechnologies Pvt Ltd

Dr. D. B. Desai
Navbharat Seeds Pvt. Ltd.

Immediate Past President
Dr. M.Ramasami, 
Rasi Seeds (P) Ltd.

President
Dr. K.V.Subbarao, 

PHI Seeds Limited

Vice President
Mr. N.P. Patel, 

Western Agri Seeds Ltd.

Mr. Bhupen Dubey
Advanta India Ltd

Mr. Gyanendra Shukla (July’12 on words)
Monsanta Holdings Pvt. Ltd.

Mr. G.S. Gill (Oct’11-May’12)

Dr. Manish Patel
Incotec India Pvt. Ltd.  

Mr. Alok Marodia, 
Pan Seeds (P) Ltd.

Mr. Pawan Kansal
Kohinoor Seed Fields India Pvt. Ltd.

Mr. K. Niranjan Kumar
Garc Seeds Pvt Ltd

Mr. Vaibhav Kashikar
Ankur Seeds Pvt. Ltd.

Mr. Satyanarayan Rathi
Divya Seeds Company

Mr. M Sabir
Manisha Agri Biotech Pvt. Ltd.

Mr. S.K.Roongta
National Seeds Corporation Ltd

Mr. Venkateswarlu Yaganti
Yaaganti Seeds Pvt Ltd

Dr. P. Sateesh Kumar,
Prabhat Agri Biotech Ltd.
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NSAI SECRETARIAT 

Executive Director
Mr. Raju Kapoor 

Director
Dr. N. K. Dadlani 

Assistant Director(s)

Dr. Seema Sehgal Ms. Tulika Singh

Incharge (Accounts & Administration) 
Mr. R D Sharma
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